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A will is a legal document that directs how your property will be distributed upon your death.  A will can also be used to appoint the person(s) whom you want to carry out your wishes, name guardians for minor children, and establish trusts or custodianships.  Making a will is entirely voluntary; you cannot be required to make a will, even prior to deployment.  Contrary to popular belief, if you die without a will, your property does not go to the state (unless you have no surviving kin).  Instead, each state has its own laws which determine who will receive your property, and in what proportion.  To learn more about wills or to schedule an appointment to have a will drafted, contact the SJA for your major command or the OTAG SJA Office (916) 854-3505.  Have your will drafted now so that you will be ready in the event you are mobilized.

