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Staff Sgt. Emmett Spraktes of Company C, |1-168th
General Support Aviation Battalion, performs a
practice insertion near Jalalabad Training Area-1 in
Afghanistan. Spraktes was recognized by the Army
Aviation Association of America as the Medic of the
Year for 2009, and his four-man crew took home the
AAAA’s Air/Sea Rescue Award.
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Race to aid quake victims
A CNG Soldier in Iraq plans a 10K on Camp Liberty
to benefit victims of the Jan. 12 earthquake in Haiti

Riot act

Cal Guard Soldiers in Kosovo performed as rioters
for international crowd-control forces

Targeting ICBMs

A CNG Army unit on Vandenberg Air Force Base
defends our skies from missile attack

Medevac award winners
Three crews from the Cal Guard’s Company C,
1-168th GSAB, won awards for 2009 rescues

Quick reactions in Kosovo
The Quick Reaction Force of Multi-National Task
Force-East tested its skills in Kosovo

KFOR East now a battle group
Progress in Kosovo allowed Multi-National Task Force-
East to transition to Multinational Battle Group-East

Shooting for German badges
Cal Guard Soldiers and German counterparts trade
weapons training, badges in Kosovo

Keeping Kosovars warm at night
40th ID Soldiers who finished their Kosovo tours last
year left behind items to help those in need

Best of the best

Four enlisted members of the California Air National
Guard were recognized as Airmen of the Year

Bidwell legacy lives on
Gen. John Bidwell left his mark through military,
business, political and philanthropic contributions

Soldier and sister of the year

Staff Sgt. Diana Montero inspired her brother, Pfc.
Joaquin Brambila Montero, to join her in the CNG,
and he became Soldier of the Year
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Kids'in need!
40th ID"seeks shoes
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40th ID helps soles in need

Children — especially girls — in Afghanistan often
go shoeless. You can help.

ADT treats thousands of animals
The 40th Infantry Division Agribusiness Development
Team has treated 4,750 animals since November

SF: Are you up to the challenge?
CNG Special Forces accepts excellence only. Do you
have what it takes?

Apply for the EAAP

The CNG Education Assistance Award Program is
accepting applications for spring and fall terms

Comm College of the Air Force
CCAF offers degrees and credentialing programs to
enhance Airman readiness and support

MMA improves CNG Soldiers

Soldiers say mixed martial arts benefits them
mentally and physically

Looking for a job?

These resources can help turn job loss into
opportunity.
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Iraq race will benefit
Haiti earthquake victims

Story and photo by Spc. Eddie Siguenza

49th Military Police Brigade

At first Sgt. Jefferson Austrie opened his
wallet to see what he could give to a Hai-
tian friend. Then he opened his heart.

Austrie, an automation specialist with the
49th Military Police Brigade, who is cur-
rently deployed to Camp Liberty, Iraq,
came up with a plan to do something
more. He united brigade Soldiers and or-
ganized a fundraising effort to draw at-
tention to the devastation in Haiti follow-
ing the Jan. 12 earthquake there.

With Austrie taking lead, a Haiti Relief
10-Kilometer Fun Run will be held April
24 along Camp Liberty’s lakes and rivers.

“I just want to show that I care,” the Tra-
cy, Calif., resident said. “A friend contact-
ed me and said that he needed help. I've
been watching the news and I know how
bad it is over there. So I just wanted to do
something to help.”

Austrie’s friend, Sgt. Rico Boliva, is an

Army noncommissioned officer stationed
in Germany who was born in Haiti. The
pair met when Austrie deployed to Iraq
with the 49th in 2005. Boliva contacted
Austrie shortly after the Haiti earthquake.

A 7.0-magnitude earthquake rocked Hai-
ti on Jan. 12, devastating the capital city,
Port au-Prince, and killing more than
150,000 people. Hundreds of thousands
remain homeless today.

Proceeds from the Fun Run will go direct-
ly to the American Red Cross. Volunteers
from the Red Cross will be at the event ac-
cepting entry fees and donations.

Austrie is searching for sponsors in
Iraqg and at home in California. Runners
will receive t-shirts for their participa-
tion, and the base’s Army and Air Force
Exchange Service will provide prizes
for a raffle. Austrie, who was born and
raised in Dominica, an island southeast
of Haiti, has been a California National
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A jar for donations to aid Haitian earthquake victims sits on Sgt. Jefferson Austrie’s desk on
Camp Liberty, Iraq. On April 24, he will need many more of them. To help the people of Haiti,
Austrie,a member of the 49th Military Police Brigade, is organizing a |10-kilometer fun run
fundraiser for service members and civilians at Camp Liberty. All proceeds will go to the

American Red Cross.

Guardsman for 10 years.

“Every cent we raise will go directly to
Haiti,” Austrie said. “It's important. There

are people over there who need our help.
There are families that need a home. There
are children who need proper care. We
just got to do something to help them.”

CNG Soldiers provide riot-control ‘opposition’

By Sgt. I st Class David Dodds
I 1 6th Public Affairs Detachment

California National Guard Soldiers from the 1-144th Ma-
neuver Task Force played the role of opposition forces
recently to provide a realistic training experience for two
teams of riot-control forces in Kosovo.

The California Soldiers, who are based at Camp Bond-
steel as part of Kosovo Force (KFOR) Multinational Battle
Group-East, were on hand to start a simulated riot to test
the crowd- and riot-control response of the KFOR Tacti-
cal Maneuver Battalion (KTM) and the European Rule of
Law Mission in Kosovo (EULEX). The training, held Feb.
18, was designed so the KITM and EULEX teams could
practice together, become more familiar with each other
and build cooperation.

“l was extremely impressed with the professionalism
and discipline the KTM and EULEX teams exerted onto
the opposing forces,” said Capt. Raymond F. Allard,
commander of Company A, 1-144th Maneuver Task
Force. “I also walked away with the satisfaction that the
men of Alpha Company truly tested the abilities of the
KTM.”

Air support for the exercise was provided by the Cro-
atian aviation contingent out of Camp Bondsteel. Riot-
control vehicles also were used to help suppress the op-
positional forces.

“It was a challenging situation,” said KTM Commander
Lt. Col. Lino Goncalves of the Portuguese Army. “We
had more rioters than we had expected and we had to
work together with EULEX. The oppositional forces
forced us to make decisions, which are very important
for our training.”

The day of exercises started with the opposition forces
becoming agitated by a group of EULEX riot-control
officers. Two groups of KTM riot-control forces were
called in to provide support for EULEX. The KTM per-
sonnel were inserted at the scene by the Croatian avia-
tion contingent.

“(My Soldiers) were met with resistance and determina-

repare to take on ai
alifornia National Guard

tion from the KTM in order to keep us from gaining any
ground,” Allard said.

Various scenarios played out, such as rioters breaking
through lines of riot-control forces. Some California ri-
oters even threw Molotov cocktails and water bottles to-
ward the riot-control forces.

“I think the skills of the riot-control forces were sharp-
ened by defending against such an aggressive opposing
force,” said 1st Sgt. Steven W. Overton of the 1-1144th.
“I know that, by watching and observing another coun-
try’s [crowd- and riot-control] tactics, our Soldiers from
Alpha Company also learned some new skills that they
will be able to employ in their own future crowd- and
riot-control exercises.

“By day’s end, we were sore, bruised and tired, but better
for the experience.”

Capt. Carlos Narciso of the Portuguese Army, KTM
deputy operations officer, said the training wouldn’t
have been nearly as beneficial without the realis-
tic opposition provided by the California KFOR
Soldiers.

“This training was good because we worked on the
ability to quickly intervene on hot spots, and we
showed the cooperation between KTM, EULEX and
the Croatian contingent,” he said. “The oppositional
forces give us a picture of how it will be in a real sit-
uation. In training, oppositional forces are always
valuable.”
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CNG missile defense unit watches our skies

By Airman Ist Class Steve Bauer
30th Space Wing Public Affairs

The Missile Defense Agency conducted a flight test of the
Ground-Based Midcourse Defense System on Jan. 31, with
the Cal Guard’s Detachment 1, 100th Missile Defense Brigade,
playing a major role.

A target missile was successfully launched at approximately
3:40 p.m. PST from the Army’s Reagan Test Site at Kwajalein
Atoll in the Republic of the Marshall Islands. Approximately six
minutes later, Detachment 1 successfully launched a Ground-
Based Interceptor from Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif. Both
the target missile and the Ground-Based Interceptor performed
nominally after launch. However, the Sea-Based X-Band Radar
did not perform as expected. Program officials will conduct an
extensive investigation to determine the cause of the failure to
intercept.

In 2002, as more countries began to house intercontinental bal-
listic missiles (ICBM), U.S. officials recognized the importance
of a homeland missile defense system.

“These capabilities will serve as a starting point for fielding im-
proved and expanded missile defense capabilities later,” said
then-President George W. Bush. “Missile defense cooperation
will be a feature of U.S. relations with close, long-standing al-
lies to protect not only the U.S. and our deployed forces, but
also friends and allies.”

In April 2004, the 100th Missile Defense Brigade was stood up
in Colorado, and shortly thereafter, Soldiers were sent to Van-
denberg in support of the brigade’s mission.

Because of its location on California’s central coast and its to-
pography, Vandenberg became a prime spot for Detachment 1,
100th Missile Defense Brigade, to defend the United States and
its allies against foreign attacks.

Now as one of Vandenberg’s tenant units, Detachment 1 is com-
posed of a seven-man team of Guardsmen who conduct opera-
tions 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

“Although we may only be a small piece of the pie, we are a
critical piece,” said Capt. Orlando Cobos, Detachment 1 com-
mander. “We provide the missile defense community with sup-
port and situational awareness about the current state of its as-
sets. Our mission and assets here are essential for protecting the
U.S. from ICBM launches.”

Detachment 1 is the only Army unit stationed at Vandenberg,
and it also has a one-of-a-kind mission.

“The brigade is the first and only line of defense against a
launch from an enemy ICBM coming to the United States,” said
Sgt. 1st Class Charles Rice, Detachment 1 noncommissioned of-
ficer (NCO) in charge. “This puts us in a very unique position
in the entire national defense system.”

The detachment’s responsibilities may change from day to day,
but the unit remains focused on missile defense readiness.

“Our unit basically coordinates everything between all of the
base contractors and Department of Defense employees who
do all of the physical work on the equipment,” Rice said. “We
are the liaisons, who are also here to keep a close eye on the
missiles and other assets here.”

Although small in numbers, Detachment 1 Soldiers rely on
sound teamwork to handle the immense responsibility the na-
tion has entrusted them with.

“Our teamwork here is a little different than anywhere else,”
Rice said. “It is not so much that we are working together side-
by-side, but we are coordinating our shifts. We have to be able
to count on the person who you cannot see doing his job when
you're not around. Quite often we only have one person on
duty, and I have to have full trust in that individual as an NCO
— that he is doing his job and [I do] not have to be looking over
his shoulder all of the time.”

In an ever-changing world, where threats of mass destruction
are not too far from the imagination, units like Detachment 1
are here to deter threats directed toward the U.S. and bring
peace to the minds of the American public.
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ABOVE: A Ground-Based
Interceptor is launched from
Vandenberg Air Force Base,
Calif., by the Cal Guard’s
Detachment |, 100th Missile
Defense Brigade, during

an exercise Jan.31. The
interceptor targeted a missile
that had been launched from a
U.S.Army site in the Republic
of the Marshall Islands.
RIGHT: The Soldiers of
Detachment I, 100th Missile
Defense Brigade, stand ready
to defend the nation against

a ballistic missile attack.The
unit, which is the only one of
its kind in the nation, stood up
atVandenberg in 2008.
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Crew performs combat hoist,
rescues five from enemy fire

By Sgt. Jonathan Guibord

I1-168th General Support Aviation Battalion

Last July, in the northern mountains of
Afghanistan, the four-man flight crew of
Dustoff 24 was flying to their home base
after a grueling 48-hour medical support
mission when they received an emergen-
cy call.

The medical evacuation (medevac) request
came from a U.S. Army infantry squad-
sized element that was ambushed by
anti-American forces while on foot patrol
in the hard-to-reach Pech River Valley.
The Dustoff 24 Black Hawk helicopter
and crew, all assigned to the California
National Guard’s Company C, 1-168th
General Support Aviation Battalion, were
called in to land and pick up a Soldier
with a life-threatening gunshot wound to
the abdomen.

A deadly combination of hazardous ter-
rain and heavy incoming fire from ele-
vated positions meant any rescue attempt
would be dangerous for both the rescuers
and the patient.

“We knew pretty much immediately when
we got to the Pech how hot this [landing
zone] was, because of the OH-58 [helicop-
ters] and the radio traffic,” said Staff Sgt.
Thomas A. Gifford of Sacramento, who
served as crew chief during the unit’s 10-
month Afghanistan deployment.

Aware of the hostile environment, the
medical crew had to make a quick decision
between following standard operating pro-
cedure and following their gut.

“Our doctrine is: If there is an ongoing
battle, aircraft and other Soldiers on the
ground pacify the area, and then we come
in, grab the Soldier and then we go,” Said
Staff Sgt. Emmett Spraktes, a combat medic
with the unit. “But we decided as a crew,
well before this incident, that if a Soldier
was going to die if we did not respond,
then we go in anyway.”

That is exactly what the crew did. As the
crew situated themselves to enter the com-
bat zone, they assessed that there was no
available location to land the aircraft. This
meant the crew was going to need to at-
tempt a maneuver rarely performed by
Army aviators: a combat hoist.

As the two pilots, Chief Warrant Officer
Brandon Erdmann and Chief Warrant Of-
ficer Scott St. Aubin, precisely piloted the
aircraft toward the battered platoon, Sprak-
tes began his hoist to the ground equipped
with his M-4 rifle, M-9 pistol and medical
gear, which includes a combat stretcher
referred to as a sked. During his descent,
the enemy forces were consistently firing
near the aircraft, which caused the crew

ABOVE: Staff Sgt. Emmett Spraktes of Company C, I-168th General Support Aviation
Battalion, is hoisted to the ground to assist Soldiers whose vehicle had been hit by an
improvised explosive device in Afghanistan. During its 10-month tour in Afghanistan, Company
C transported and treated 3,400 patients, flew 2,200 missions and performed 51 combat hoists.
TOP: Spraktes (left) and Staff Sgt. Brian Chrisman perform practice insertions near Jalalabad
Training Area-|,Afghanistan. Spraktes was recognized by the Army Aviation Association of

America as the Medic of the Year for 2009.

to readjust and temporarily stop the hoist,
according to the medic.

“I got about three-quarters of the way
down and the hoisting stopped, and I was
hanging there,” Spraktes said. “I had to-
tally professional communication with the

guys above,” he joked. “I said, ‘Get me on
the ground now. I am like a [freaking] pi-
fiata down here.”

Once the medic was on the ground, the
aircraft was cleared to leave its vulnerable
hover and immediately began loitering a
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safe distance from the firefight.

While on the ground Spraktes, who
acquired much of his paramedic skills
serving as a paramedic with the Califor-
nia Highway Patrol, found the severely
injured Soldier and started to work.

“He was in his early 20s, pale, and he
was sick,” Spraktes said. “You could
tell he was in shock. He was communi-
cating, but he was having some airway
issues. It was an abdominal wound.

“I just made the determination right
then and there that the best thing
for this guy is to get him to defini-
tive care, to get him to surgery now,
because I have done this enough to
know, and you could see, that he was
dying.”

To ensure the patient received imme-
diate care, Spraktes loaded the young
Soldier in the sked and called for the
Black Hawk to hoist him up. The medic
then opted to stay on the ground with
the infantry squad while the patient
was flown to Honiker Miracle, a near-
by forward operating base staffed with
a field surgical team.

When the aircraft and crew returned,
instead of picking up their medic, they
hoisted two additional injured Sol-
diers, one with an ankle injury and an-
other with a gunshot wound to the leg.
While Gifford hoisted and began treat-
ing the patients, the co-pilot, St. Aubin,
noticed enemy movement on a ridge
in the mountain valley and accurately
called for air support from two OH-58
Kiowa Warrior helicopters.

In the aircraft en route to Honiker Mir-
acle, the battle-torn Soldiers informed
the crew that not only was their squad
pinned down by enemy forces, they
were also critically low on water and
ammunition.

When the crew returned again to pick
up their medic, they hovered as low as
30 feet before kicking out water and
ammunition near the pinned-down
American unit. Spraktes then called
again for the hoist to extract two heat-
injured Soldiers after he determined
they could not make it off the battle-
field under their own power.

All told, five patients were rescued
that day from a firefight that would
have been considered unreachable by
a ground medical unit. The crew’s el-
evated position and quick thinking
also allowed it to call in several bomb-
ing and gun runs by rotary and fixed-
winged aircraft.

For their bravery, all four members of
the crew were awarded the Army Avi-
ation Association of America’s Air/Sea
Rescue Award in a ceremony at Fort
Rucker, Ala., on Jan. 28. Spraktes was
individually recognized as the Medic
of the Year. The AAAA is a nonprofit
dedicated to supporting U.S. Army Avia-
tion Soldiers.

All 150 Soldiers who deployed with
Company C returned safely to the
United States Oct. 15.

Y

MEDEVAC AWARDS

Sgt. Reuben Higgins, medic
aboard Dustoff 51, works
on one of 3,400 patients
who Company C rescued
while deployed in support
of Operation Enduring
Freedom. BELOW:With
the help of foreign coalition
forces, members of Company
C unload a patient from

a Black Hawk at Forward
Operating Base Salerno,
Afghanistan.

Dustoff crews assist French armed forces

By Sgt. Jonathan Guibord
1-168th General Support Aviation Battalion

Eight members of the California National Guard’s Company C,
1-168th General Support Aviation Battalion, were presented the
Rescue of the Year award by the Dustoff Association during a cer-
emony in Panama City Beach, Fla., on Feb. 20. The association is a
nonprofit dedicated to Army Medical Department personnel and
veterans.

The eight aviators received this recognition for events that took
place Sept. 4, 2009, in Kapisa province, Afghanistan, 10 miles
northeast of Bagram Airfield. Company C received an emergency
call to respond to a downed French armed forces convoy that had
been hit by multiple improvised explosive devices. The air medi-
cal company answered the call with three fully equipped air am-
bulance UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters, two to perform the rescue
and a third for backup in case of emergency.

“We had been launched on numerous mass casualty rescues dur-
ing our deployment, but this was our first for foreign coalition
forces,” said Chief Warrant Officer Brandon Lynch, a pilot on one
of the Black Hawks. “The different command structure and lan-
guage barrier posed challenges, but in spite of these obstacles, it
was the epitome of joint operation rescue.”

Company C headquarters also called for support from the 101st
Airborne’s aviation element, which responded with two OH-58
Kiowa Warrior helicopters to provide aerial fire support in an area
known to be teeming with enemy activity.

Six minutes after the call was received, the first rescue helicop-
ter to be launched, Dustoff 46, was in the sky. When the short
flight to the pickup zone was complete, the co-pilot, 1st Lt. Todd
Bonner, saw what he described from the sky as “mass carnage.”
There were eight patients on the ground, sprawled throughout
the road with varying levels of burns, blast wounds and trauma.
That is when the pilot in command, Capt. Thomas Lemmons,
confirmed that the support of the second aircraft, Dustoff 51,
would be needed.

To get their medic to the patients, Dustoff 46 planted its 17,000-
pound UH-60 into a muddy area downhill from the road. Medic
Sgt. Stephen Park sprinted up the hill to the road and began per-
forming triage on the French Soldiers.

Park didn’t need to speak French to understand the gravity of the
situation. He immediately took control of the chaos and began giv-
ing orders using the universal communication tool, sign language.
Two of the injured French Soldiers were in critical condition, and
Park quickly assisted in carrying them to the waiting helicopter.
Within minutes, Dustoff 46 departed the pickup zone en route to

Bagram with two urgent patients who had burns over 70 percent
of their bodies, external bleeding and smoke inhalation.

While the first two patients were en route to the Bagram Heathe
Craig Joint Theatre Hospital aboard Dustoff 46, they passed Dust-
off 51, which was on its way to the scene. When Dustoff 51 arrived,
the crew quickly loaded three patients, including two who were
loaded on stretchers. All three had suffered significant upper torso
and facial burns.

Back at the hospital, Park and Crew Chief Sgt. Aaron DeCanio
quickly handed off their patients to the waiting hospital team and
headed back out to the landing zone, arriving on scene just as Hig-
gins finished loading the third patient onto Dustoff 51.

“The crews lived up to the Dustoff legacy that day,” Bonner said.
“A six-minute launch time and paramedics onboard to provide
the best medical care out there shows why the Army is the go-to
medevac outfit. And I know these French Soldiers would definite-
ly agree.”

All told, the two flight crews rescued eight French Soldiers that
day while flying five missions and logging 6.5 flight hours. French
President Nicolas Sarkozy personally called the chief of staff of
the area of operations to thank the crew members for their efforts
during the rescue.

The crew of Dustoff 46 comprised Pilot Capt. Thomas Lemmons,
Co-pilot 1st Lt. Todd Bonner, Medic Sgt. Stephen Park and Crew
Chief Sgt. Aaron DeCanio. The flight crew of Dustoff 51 was Pilot
Chief Warrant Officer Brandon Lynch, Co-pilot Capt. Tyler Smentek,
Medic Sgt. Reuben Higgins and Crew Chief Sgt. William Dahl.

gVSD H1891l-1 D ANVdWOD 40 ASILYNOD SOLOHd




Grizzly | 2010 | March

Quick Reaction Force tests skills in Kosovo

Story and photo by Spc. Drew Balstad
I 16th Public Affairs Detachment

Soldiers from the Kosovo Force Multi-National Task Force-
East (MNTF-E) Quick Reaction Force (QRF) tested their
skills in a day of exercises near Biti e Poshteme and Crep,
Kosovo, on Jan. 13.

The exercises were designed to ensure the Soldiers stay
ready to face the unexpected incidents they could encoun-
ter as part of their QRF duties to respond quickly and deci-
sively anywhere in Kosovo.

The QRF plays a key role as MNTEF-E transitions into a
Multinational Battle Group. The MNTF-E officially became
a battle group Feb. 1. Because of the adjusted troop levels,
the QRF must have the flexibility to move out and react
to incidents in the Multinational Battle Group-East area of
operations at a moment’s notice.

Beginning their test, QRF Soldiers reacted to a simulated
vehicle rollover near Biti e Poshteme on the morning of Jan.
13. Multiple vehicles were involved in the incident, and
several Soldiers required medical attention. The QRF Sol-
diers were required to locate the scene of the incident and
react to the simulated injuries and damage at the scene.

“Everyone performed their duties in a professional and
efficient manner, from the Soldiers providing security
and medical treatment on the ground to the aviation Sol-
diers in the air,” said Capt. Bill Nels of Surrey, N.D., one
of the exercise planners for MNTEF-E. “It was a coordi-
nated display of exactly how a quick reaction force is sup-
posed to respond.”

In the afternoon, the QRF confronted a simulated heli-
copter incident near Crep. A UH-60 Black Hawk helicop-
ter reported that it was making a precautionary landing;
then communications were lost with the aircraft. Testing
its ability to move quickly to address the incident, the QRF
launched from Camp Bondsteel in two UH-60 helicopters,
located the downed helicopter and treated injured Soldiers
at the scene.

The QRF Soldiers said the exercise was a valuable way to
polish their skills.

“It just keeps us on top of everything. If you don’t use it,
you lose it, so you have to be constantly remembering,”
said Pfc. Sean E. Holley of Inglewood, Calif., a member
of Company C, 1-144th Maneuver Task Force. “It’s an
exercise and I learned from it, so when it comes to the

Sgt. Ist Class Steven B. Ybarra and Sgt. Arthur ). Lynch, members of the Cal Guard’s Company C, |1-144th Maneuver Task Force,
aid a Soldier with simulated injuries during a Quick Reaction Force validation exercise on Jan. I3 in Kosovo.

live event, hopefully I'll be ready.”

Because both the scenarios involved injured Soldiers, the
training tested not only the QRF team’s ability to quickly
react to an incident and provide first aid but also its skills
at calling in additional medical assistance, evacuating ca-
sualties from the scene and coordinating with local institu-
tions in Kosovo such as the police.

The scenarios were wide in scope, so the training benefit-
ted the QRF Soldiers and also Camp Bondsteel’s military
police, aviation crews, medics and coordination with Ko-
sovo police. The military police secured the incident scenes
while awaiting assistance from the QRF; the air crews flew

helicopters to transport the QRF Soldiers and to recover
simulated injured Soldiers; and the medics gained expe-
rience treating accident victims at the scene and moving
them back to Camp Bondsteel.

“As Multi-National Task Force-East adjusts troop levels
through [KFOR’s Deterrent Presence plan], itis vital we ex-
ercise our ability to react quickly and decisively anywhere
in Kosovo as a third responder behind Kosovo police and
[the European Union Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo],”
said Brig. Gen. Al Dohrmann, MNTF-E commander. “To-
day’s exercises tested those actions and our coordination
with Kosovo police. As we continue through changing
times, these exercises validate the progress in Kosovo.”

MNTF-E becomes Multinational Battle Group-East

By Sgt. I st Class Michael Hagburg
I 16th Public Affairs Detachment

Kosovo Force (KFOR) Multi-National
Task Force-East officially changed its
name to Multinational Battle Group-East
(MNBG-E) on Feb. 1, signifying the task
force’s transformation to a more responsive
and flexible force structure. The change is
in response to the ever-improving security
situation throughout Kosovo.

According to Brig. Gen. Al Dohrmann,
commander of the battle group, recent
elections were successfully run in Kosovo
and post-election issues were handled in
a democratic manner. He said these are
signs that the citizens of Kosovo are em-
bracing change.

Positive changes across Kosovo have al-
lowed KFOR to reshape and adapt to
the improving security situation under
KFOR'’s Deterrent Presence plan.

change in the way we will conduct opera-
tions,” Dohrmann said. “The intent is that
it will be more of a tactical reserve force,
so that, if needed as a third responder
behind the Kosovo police and [the Euro-
pean Union Rule of Law Mission in Ko-
sovo], we can respond quickly and deci-
sively anytime and anywhere called.”

The change also means that KFOR, in the
MNBG-E sector, will adjust the number of
patrols it conducts in urban areas, where
the institutions in Kosovo have proven
their ability to provide security.

“This is a positive change that reflects
the natural evolution of a successful mis-
sion,” Dohrmann said. “In 1999, there
were more than 50,000 Soldiers in the
region along with many capabilities no
longer needed. This is just another step
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California National Guard Soldiers of Company C, |-144th Maneuver Task Force, depart a

along that path to a brighter future in
UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter near Crep, Kosovo.

“This is not only a change in name; it's a Kosovo.”
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KFOR Soldiers earn Schiitzenschnur shooting badge

Story and photos by Spc. Drew Balstad

I 16th Public Affairs Detachment

American and German troops came to-
gether in Kosovo in January to participate
in a challenging joint program of marks-
manship training.

Soldiers of Company A, 1-144th Maneu-
ver Task Force, traveled to Field Camp
Prizren to earn the “Schiitzenschnur,” or
shooter’s badge, from German troops sta-
tioned there. The Soldiers earned a badge
by qualifying on two of three German
weapons: the P8 pistol, MG3 machine gun
and G36 rifle.

The badge is a medal and cord that U.S.
Army Soldiers are authorized to wear on
their Class A uniform. Earlier, on Jan. 13,
Company A played host to 24 German Sol-
diers on Camp Bondsteel, Kosovo, giving
the German Soldiers a chance to qualify
on American weapons including the M9
pistol, M249 Squad Automatic Weapon
and M4 rifle.

The event was largely about weapons fa-
miliarization and marksmanship, but it in-
volved much more than that.

“I think it's a two-fold story,” said Ger-
man Lt. Col. Torsten Alme, commander
of Maneuver Battalion Prizren. “The first

one is that it’s always good to learn about
the weaponry of comrades, to know how
other weapons work and how other proce-
dures work. The other thing is to develop
teamwork with comrades in the same mis-
sion, to get to know other opinions, under-
stand their procedures and develop last-
ing friendships with allied nations.”

The German Soldiers who participated
in the event will soon leave Kosovo to re-
turn home, having come to the end of their
tour.

“This event will be the last thing that the
German Soldiers of our rotation partici-
pate in here,” Alme said. “I am deeply
honored and proud to have shared this ex-
perience with you all.”

First Lieutenant Enrique Montreal of
Montebello, Calif., the executive officer for
Company A, hopes the event will continue
with the new German Soldiers who arrive
in Kosovo.

“I want to afford this opportunity to as
many Soldiers as possible,” Montreal said.
“I think everybody would benefit, and it
would only build strength and camarade-
rie between the two armies.”

LEFT: A member of Company A,
1-144th Maneuver Task Force, fires

a German MG3 machine gun during
weapons qualification on Field Camp
Prizren, Kosovo, while a German
Soldier watches.

RIGHT: A bullet casing flies as Ist Lt.
Enrique Montreal, executive officer
for Company A, fires a German P8
pistol on Field Camp Prizren.

40th ID donations reach Kosovars in need

Story and photo by Sgt. Jesica Geffre

I 16th Public Affairs Detachment

Members of Kosovo Force (KFOR) 12
Multi-National Task Force-East assisted
organizations such as the Albanian Red
Crossindistributing donated linens to un-
derprivileged families in December. The
linens were donated by Soldiers of KFOR
11, which was led by the Cal Guard’s 40th
Infantry Division and departed Kosovo in
November.

The KFOR 11 Soldiers were the most re-
cent of many rotations to donate blankets,
pillows and linens before returning to the
United States.

Sgt. 1st Class Claire Lum Lee, a member
of the Civil Affairs Liaison Team of the
Hawaii-based 322nd Civil Affairs Brigade,
helped coordinate the effort to get the do-
nated items to the local groups that orga-
nized and distributed them.

“This type of event is important for giv-
ing people confidence that the nongovern-

mental organizations are capable of this
distribution process,” Lum Lee said. “It
shows [that] the organizations and their
government can take care of them.”

Lum Lee said the Albanian Red Cross
packaged the linens based on the needs
of the families. She said her team simply
ensures that donations are getting to the
people most in need.

Local groups really drive the effort, ac-
cording to Sgt. Heather Barta, part of the
team that helped bring the nongovern-
mental organizations together.

“There is a pretty big need in this area,”
Barta said. “This worked well since we
had a lot of blankets ready for donation
and it’s really starting to get cold.”

Barta said assistance was provided by
more than one group but that the Red
Cross led the event.

Sgt. Ist Class Claire Lum Lee of the 322nd Civil Affairs Brigade, left, Selyete Zymeri of the
Albanian Red Cross, Sgt. Heather Barta and Spc. Jennifer Kanahele display a donated blanket
ready for distribution to disadvantaged residents near Novo Brdo, Kosovo. The blanket and
other linens were donated by members of Kosovo Force (KFOR) | | Multi-National Task Force-
East, which was led by the Cal Guard’s 40th Infantry Division. KFOR || left Kosovo in November.
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Senior NCO of the Year

Senior Master Sgt. Jason E. Red is an HH-60 aerial gunner assigned to the 129th Rescue Squad-
ron, Moffett Federal Airfield, Calif. Red was born in Alameda, Calif., and graduated from Fremont
Christian High School. He started his Air Force career as a munitions systems specialist in Novem-
ber 1989. He then completed back-to-back overseas tours at Aviano Air Base, Italy, and Kadena Air
Base, Japan. In February 1999, after almost 10 years on active duty, Red joined the Air Force Reserve.
He was selected to become an aerial gunner with the 305th Rescue Squadron in November of that
year. He served for six years in the Air Force Reserve as both a traditional reservist as well as an Air
Reserve technician. In January 2005, Red transitioned to the California Air National Gua<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>