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Commander’s Corner

Changing of the Guard

Brigadier General Mary Kight
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On Jan. 3 the state of California welcomed
a new governor, and the California Na-
tional Guard welcomed a new command-
er in chief. We enter this period in our his-
tory with great anticipation of the events
to come, as we ready ourselves to fulfill
the vision of our new leader, Gov. Jerry
Brown.

At the same time, we look back on seven
years under Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger, who has done so much for the dedi-
cated men and women of the California
National Guard. It was a challenging time
for the Guard, filled with contingency de-
ployments overseas and emergency de-
ployments in California. Along the way,
we were encouraged by words of admi-
ration from our commander in chief, who
visited troops at homecomings and in
theaters of war. We are thankful for Gov.
Schwarzenegger's unwavering support
and tireless pursuit of improved service
member and family care.

We are grateful, however, to see Gov.
Schwarzenegger succeeded by someone
who knows what it means to be com-
mander in chief. Gov. Brown served as
the Guard’s top commander from 1975
to 1983, and that experience will allow a
seamless transition.

Gov. Brown has already made solid con-
tributions to the Guard. Most notably he
established one of our greatly successful
youth programs, the Oakland Military In-
stitute (OMI). While serving as mayor of
Oakland in 2001, Brown founded OMI to
provide a structured, rigorous academic
program that develops cadets as leaders,
scholars, critical thinkers and citizens.
Through a military framework, the college
preparatory academy inspires honor and
pride in its cadets.

One-quarter of the graduates from the
OMI Class of 2010 pursued higher educa-
tion at University of California colleges,
twice the average of public schools state-
wide and 20 times that of Oakland public
schools. OMI cadets also provided more
than 7,000 hours of service to organiza-
tions such as the American Red Cross and
American Heart Association in 2010, and
they participated in extensive leadership
and personal fitness training. This excep-
tional record shows why OMI earned last
year’s prestigious western regional Jeffer-
son Award for Public Service.

In December, California National Guard
leadership began working with Gov.
Brown’s staff to acquaint him with the
many changes in the Guard since 1983 and
to learn his expectations and aspirations
for us. Leaders at Joint Force Headquar-
ters briefed the governor’s transition team
member, Mr. Jacob Applesmith, bureau
chief, special assistant attorney general,
on Army and Air capabilities and deploy-
ments, civil support, interagency engage-
ment, youth and family programs, inter-
national partnerships, state and federal
legislation, the Southwest border mission,
the California State Military Reserve, the
Emergency Shelter Program and many
other topics. The conversation was inter-
active, and Gov. Brown’s staff engaged the
briefers, showing a sincere desire to learn
more about our programs, capabilities and
deployment process.

In his inaugural address, Gov. Brown
spoke of the need for courage and sacrifice
on the part of Californians to overcome the
difficulties we face. He stressed, however,
that these are conditions we have faced be-
fore, and we have continually shown the
resolve to achieve solutions.

To meet our current challenges, Gov.
Brown said, Californians must show “loy-
alty to the community, to what is larger
than our individual needs.” As members of
the California National Guard, you have al-
ready shown yourselves willing to put your
community, state and country before your
self-interests. Time and again, CNG mem-
bers have not only faced difficult situations
head-on but sought them out, running to-
ward danger when others might flee.

Public servants such as yourselves, Gov.
Brown said, “give hope for an even more
abundant future.”

“Every Californian is heir to some form of
powerful tradition, some history of over-
coming challenges,” Brown said. “From
the native peoples who survived the to-
tal transformation of their way of life, to
the most recent arrival, stories of courage
abound. And it is not over.”

You, the Soldiers and Airmen of the Califor-
nia National Guard, epitomize that courage
and inspire our state’s citizens. With your
selfless dedication, I have no doubt we will
achieve every goal our new commander in
chief sets for this organization.

TOP: Jerry Brown is sworn in as governor of California alongside his wife,Ann
Gust Brown, in Sacramento on Jan. 3. BOTTOM: Gov.Arnold Schwarzenegger
accepts the California Legion of Merit from Brig. Gen. Mary Kight, the adjutant
general of the California National Guard, during the National Guard birthday

celebration in Sacramento on Dec. 14.
For more on Brown, see Page 9.

For more on Schwarzenegger and the National Guard birthday, see Page 8.
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CNG deploys firefighting assets to Israel

By Maj. Kimberly Holman
146th Airlift Wing

Firefighting assets from the California Na-
tional Guard’s 146th Airlift Wing were called
upon in December to assist with a wildfire
burning out of control in Israel.

On Dec. 4, two C-130] aircraft equipped
with Modular Airborne Fire Fighting Sys-
tems II (MAFFS), one of the world’s new-
est and most effective technologies in fire-
fighting, departed for Israel along with an
Air Force Reserve C-130H aircraft based in
Colorado Springs, Colo.

The 146th scrambled together about 30 Air-
men as news broke of the worst fire in Isra-
el’s history. The blaze killed 44 people and
injured many more in less than four days
before the fire was contained.

The California Air National Guard became
part of an international effort to halt the
wildfire and was one piece of a five-aircraft
U.S. Defense Department package. In ad-
dition to the United States, the rest of the
world displayed unprecedented support as
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A California National Guard C-130) with
Modular Airborne Fire Fighting Systems
1l technology drops water over South
Carolina treetops during training in April.

countries including Bulgaria, Cyprus,
Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, Jordan,
Russia, the United Kingdom and even Tur-
key sent aid. Relations between Turkey and
Israel became tense last spring when Israeli

commandos boarded a Turkish ship carry-
ing humanitarian aid for Palestinians in the
Gaza Strip, killing nine people.

“We were witness to some monumental
bridges that were built — bridges that went
beyond the fires,” said Lt. Col. Bryan Allen,
a MAFFS pilot for the 146th. “Adversarial
countries dropped animosities to assist Is-
rael during their crisis.”

Col. Paul Hargrove, commander of the
146th, traveled to Israel with Allen and six
other members of wing leadership in ad-
vance of the two C-130] aircraft and crews.
Prior to the 146th aircraft arriving in Israel,
however, nature intervened, and rain fell
for the first time in six months, putting an
end to the fires.

The fire started Dec. 2 in a wildlife preserve
that seeks to protect and bring back native
species mentioned in the Old Testament.
Much of the preserve was destroyed in the
fire, which spread rapidly, fueled by high
winds and dry vegetation after an unusu-
ally hot summer and many months with-
out rain.

Israel has been criticized for lacking fire-
fighting assets that could combat a fire of this
magnitude. Taking advantage of an oppor-
tunity to learn from officers with firefighting
experience, the Israeli government asked
the California Airmen who were already in
Israel to brief mid- and upper-level leader-
ship in Israel’s military about CNG firefight-
ing capabilities and the advantages of using
military assets for firefighting. Hargrove
and his staff briefed Lt. Col. Asaf Geva, the
commander of Israel’s 131st Squadron; Brig.
Gen. Eden Attais, the commander of Neva-
tim Air Force Base; and Maj. Gen. Yohanan
Locker, military secretary to Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

“They have C-130 aircraft and are very in-
terested in the MAFFS II system that we em-
ploy,” Hargrove said.

The Israeli Air Force is currently investi-
gating if MAFFS II could be effectively em-
ployed on their own C-130 aircraft, Har-
grove said. If so, the members of the 146th
may be called upon again to provide exper-
tise and assist the country in its endeavor to
protect its citizens and resources.

Four Soldiers earn California Medal of Valor

Four members of the 1-168th General Sup-
port Aviation Battalion (GSAB) earned Cal-
ifornia’s silver Medal of Valor for extraordi-
nary acts of heroism far above and beyond
the normal call of duty or service during
a high-altitude rescue of a Boy Scout who
was pinned under a 10-ton boulder.

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Randall Weather-
head, Chief Warrant Officer 2 Cole Gould,
Sgt. 1st Class Kelly Hughes and Staff Sgt.
Rob Walters were recognized for their
bravery by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
during a Dec. 16 ceremony in Sacramento.

At about 8:30 p.m. on June 26, 2008, while
Army National Guard personnel were pre-
paring to conduct a night-vision-goggle he-
licopter training mission in the Sacramen-
to area, a call came in requesting support
for a 10,000-foot-altitude rescue mission
in the John Muir Wilderness. Earlier that
day, while a Boy Scout troop was crossing
a stream in the remote Wilson Lake area

of eastern Fresno County, a large boulder
rolled and trapped a 14-year-old boy’s leg
between it and another boulder.

Though most of the crew members had been
on duty for almost 12 hours, they agreed to
the mission. The rescue posed several chal-
lenges, including reduced power capabil-
ity due to the high altitude and restricted
visibility due to darkness and smoke from
a nearby fire. The crew flew to the Fresno
airport, where they picked up a California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
employee and equipment. They departed
Fresno at 12:35 a.m., and had located the
victim and landed by 1:15 a.m.

Weatherhead stayed with the aircraft while
the rest of the crew, carrying rescue equip-
ment and using only head lamps and com-
passes, set out under total darkness through
steep rocky terrain to find the Boy Scout.
After nearly three hours of rescue efforts,
they were able to move the 10-ton boulder

Chief’s Corner

Staff Sgt. Rob Walters, far right, Sgt. Ist Class Kelly Hughes, Chief Warrant Officer 2 Cole
Gould and retired ChiefWarrant Officer 3 Randall Weatherhead receive the California Medal
of Valor from Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, far left,during a Dec. | 6 ceremony in Sacramento.

enough to free the boy’s leg.

The crew administered medical aid and
carried the boy for more than an hour back
to the helicopter. The crew arrived at the

Fresno airport at approximately 6:10 a.m.,
and the Boy Scout was then transported to
the hospital. The crew’s actions, without
regard for their personal safety, saved his
life.

What is the command chief warrant officer’s job?

By Chief Warrant Officer 5 Artavia M. Edwards | CNG Command Chief Warrant Officer

Effective Aug. 1, I was selected to serve as
the third state command chief warrant of-
ficer (CCWO) for California. I sincerely ap-
preciate the many congratulatory remarks
and votes of confidence I received from so
many of you, some of whom I've not yet had
the privilege to know.

Many of you asked, and continue to ask,
“What is it the CCWO does?” Moreover, 1
continue to be surprised at many Soldiers’
lack of awareness about the role of a warrant
officer, in general. I intend to answer these

questions and many more, as well as to
keep you apprised of the many great contri-
butions made by California Army National
Guard warrant officers. Please look for my
articles in Grizzly on a regular basis.

As the CCWO, I am responsible for advising
the state leadership on all warrant officer is-
sues. This includes, but is not limited to: pro-
viding oversight of warrant officer strength
management, career development, position
vacancy projection management and war-
rant officer positions and personnel utiliza-

tion; coordinating all warrant officer actions
with the Officer Personnel Management
Branch and the National Guard Bureau
(NGB); instituting a comprehensive warrant
officer recruiting program; establishing and
overseeing the State Warrant Officer Advi-
sory Committee; establishing and maintain-
ing warrant officer mentorship and counsel-
or programs; coordinating warrant officer
issues with NGB and Headquarters Depart-
ment of the Army warrant officer program
managers, Title 10 warrant officer assign-
ment officers, the Warrant Officer Career

College and other agencies; and serving as
a member of the Army National Guard War-
rant Officer Senior Advisory Council, where
I serve as secretary and parliamentarian.

In my next column, I will address the role
of the warrant officer. You may be surprised
at how history has belabored this topic. I in-
tend to remove the veil of the “quiet profes-
sional,” if you will, and introduce to you the
ready, relevant and operational warrant of-
ficers who are serving in today’s California
Army National Guard.
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GED Plus Program provides hope for the future

Pvi. Daniel J. Sanchez went from homeless to graduate

Story and photos by Capt. Kyle Key
National Guard Patriot Academy

Daniel J. Sanchez woke up one morning
and knew this day was going to be differ-
ent from the one before: Today would be
the last day he would wake up on a park
bench or worry where his next meal would
come from.

Sanchez’s mother was only 17 when she
gave birth to him. With no money, job or
support, she put him up for adoption.
When he was 6 years old, Sanchez’s ad-
opted parents divorced and ping-ponged
Sanchez for the next 11 years. Even when
things were good, Sanchez lived below the
poverty level in a trailer without running
water or electricity in Apple Valley, Calif.

When he turned 17, Sanchez’s adopted
mother kicked him out of the house. He
went into survival mode, dropped out of
high school and took one dead-end job after
another to make ends meet. He wandered
from place to place, sleeping at friends’
houses, shelters and under the stars.

According to the American Journal of
Public Health, 1.5 million youths experi-
ence homelessness each year in the United
States. In Los Angeles County alone, near
where Sanchez grew up, there are current-
ly 26,000 homeless youths.

After working as a ranch hand, Sanchez’s
adopted father asked him to move to
San Diego, but things didn’t work out as
planned.

“It's just been really rough,” Sanchez said.
“My dad couldn’t afford to have me in his
house. I stayed at my sister’s house, but it
was the same situation.”

Health issues and hard economic times hit
his family, forcing Sanchez to go it alone.
He hit the streets again.

Sanchez called 1-800-Go-Guard, and the
operator transferred him to Sgt. Arkadiy
Knopov in Kearny Mesa, Calif.

“He was ecstatic when I confirmed every-

thing that he read about GED Plus,” Knop-
ov said. “Part of the reason why I became a
National Guard Recruiter is because I want
to help young individuals like Private San-
chez get on the right track in life.”

Sanchez did his homework. Only the
Army National Guard had a program
that would allow him to enlist and get
full-time pay, benefits, housing and three
square meals a day while going to school
to earn his General Educational Develop-
ment (GED) credential.

“I'wasn’t taking him seriously at first,” San-
chez said. “But when he told me there actu-
ally was a program like this, I really started
to get into it.”

The National Guard GED Plus Program at
Camp Robinson in North Little Rock, Ark.,
sounded like an opportunity that would
enable Sanchez to support himself as a citi-
zen and a Soldier. The resident program
lasts from two to three weeks and prepares
recruits for the GED examination, which
is administered at the end of the course.
Upon successful completion, recruits de-
part for Army Basic Training.

Sanchez took the Armed Services Vocation-
al Aptitude Battery Exam and scored a 78,
well above average, allowing him to select
fire support specialist as his military occu-
pational specialty. After passing a physical
examination and completing paperwork,
he raised his right hand and became Pvt.
Daniel J. Sanchez, the newest recruit in the
California Army National Guard. But his
problems weren’t over.

“I was still living on the streets,” Sanchez
said. “So my recruiter, Sergeant Arkadiy
Knopov, started working harder and went
to extra lengths, from what I understand,
to get me in the GED Plus Program as soon
as possible.”

Sanchez said Knopov managed to get him
there within a couple of days instead of
several months.

ABOVE: Pvt. Daniel ). Sanchez prepares for the General Educational Development (GED)
examination on Camp Robinson, Ark.,on Nov. 3. Sanchez failed math in high school, but
with help from National Guard tutors, he passed the math and algebra section and received
his GED credential Nov. 5. BELOW: Sgt. Maj. Elizabeth Causby of the GED Plus Program
addresses Sanchez and 193 fellow graduates Nov.5 on Camp Robinson.

Sgt. Maj. Elizabeth Causby of the Nation-
al Guard GED Plus Program said Sanchez
and recruits like him not only have a home
now, but they have become part of some-
thing even greater.

“We're changing lives at the National Guard
GED Plus Program,” Causby said. “It’s not
unusual for us to be a source of refuge for
young adults facing hardship, adverse con-
ditions or dangerous situations.

“Many times we have coordinated to get
family members or our recruits off the
streets and into better living situations,”
she continued. “These warriors know the
day they graduate that they have become a
part of a huge family, the National Guard
family, and we take care of our family.”

Sanchez and 193 of his classmates gradu-

ated with GED credentials Nov. 5. His
graduating class was the largest since the
program opened in 2006.

Sanchez said he is grateful for a second
chance at his education and a springboard
for career opportunities.

“I want to make my recruiter proud, be-
cause he really, really helped me,” San-
chez said. “I wasn’t doing anything with
my life.

“I haven’t worked as hard as I could
have throughout my life,” he continued.
“I was just screwing around and really
didn’t pay attention to what I was doing
to those around me. I needed to get out
of there. I needed to get my life straight.
This [was] not how a real man is sup-
posed to live his life.”

Sanchez reported to Fort Jackson, S.C.,
for basic training and will continue on to
Fort Sill, Okla., for advanced individual
training as a fire support specialist. When
he returns to California, Sanchez has a
mentor waiting for him back in Kearny
Mesa.

“My work with him is far from over,”
Knopov said. “As a National Guard re-
cruiting and retention noncommissioned
officer, I am responsible for Soldiers dur-
ing their entire career, from the day I meet
them for the first time until the day they
leave the military.

“Private Sanchez and I made an agreement
that when he completes his [training] he
will use me as a ‘go to” person to help him
enroll in college and begin his journey to-
wards higher education. I see a lot of poten-
tial in this young individual.”

Sanchez also has big plans.
“It's good to know that I have a bright fu-

ture ahead of me,” he said. “Right now, I
just really want to support myself.”
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Skies of Iraqg to be 40th CAB territory

By Ist Lt. Jason Sweeney
40th Combat Aviation Brigade

The news cameras were rolling as 136 Fresno-based Nation-
al Guard Soldiers prepared to board a Texas-bound plane
and head off on a yearlong mission in support of Operation
New Dawn.

“It's going to be tough,” a choked-up Jeremy Cates told a
news crew as he said goodbye to his wife of three months,
Sgt. 1st Class Renee Cates.

Sgt. 1st Class Cates and her fellow Soldiers of the 40th Com-
bat Aviation Brigade’s Headquarters and Headquarters
Company landed Dec. 1 at Fort Hood, Texas, where they and
four aviation battalions have commenced pre-deployment
training. The units are expected to complete their training in
late January, when they will depart for Iraq.

Once in theater, the 40th CAB will coalesce into an aerial
force of more than 200 aircraft and 3,000 Soldiers hailing
from 22 states. The brigade consists of seven battalions, two
of which — the 640th Aviation Support Battalion and 1st
Battalion, 140th Aviation Regiment — call California home.

It will be the largest National Guard combat aviation bri-
gade ever assembled in a combat environment, with forces
operating throughout the entire theater.

The 40th CAB — call sign Task Force Condor — will per-
form full-spectrum aviation operations over the skies of Iraq
for much of 2011. Air assets include AH-64 Apache, CH-47
Chinook, UH-60 Black Hawk and OH-58 Kiowa helicopters
as well as unmanned aerial systems and fixed-wing aircraft
that will do everything from medical evacuation to trans-
port to force protection.

“The deployment of the 40th Combat Aviation Brigade, Task
Force Condor, has tremendous significance as it is the first
mobilization of the CAB [headquarters] since its activation
25 years ago,” said Col. Mitchell Medigovich, commander
of the 40th CAB. “Mobilizing nearly 1,100-plus California
Army National Guard Soldiers simultaneously from com-
pany to brigade level required tremendous energy and co-
operation of all entities.”

Some have called the 40th CAB’s deployment historic be-
cause of the enormity of the mission and the fact that the bri-
gade will be responsible for air operations during a crucial

Helicopters of the 40th Combat Aviation Brigade fill a flight line Dec. 20 on Fort Hood, Texas, where 136 California National
Guard Soldiers completed training in advance of a yearlong deployment to Iragq.

drawdown phase that is expected to close the book on sev-
en years of hard-fought warfare. Also notable is the unique
make-up of the CAB, which brings together National Guard,
Army Reserve and active duty units.

“Overseeing hundreds of helicopters and thousands of Sol-
diers and undertaking some of the most critical mission-sets
today is daunting, challenging and very rewarding,” Me-
digovich said. “Task Force Condor has aggressively trained
for the mission and is up to the challenge.”

Before the 40th CAB’s Headquarters and Headquarters
Company left Fresno for Texas, a Yellow Ribbon farewell
ceremony was held Nov. 28 at the Clovis Veterans Memo-
rial Building in Clovis, Calif. At the event, the band played,
the colors were cased and the berets worn in garrison were

replaced with patrol caps. Sgt. 1st Class David Coss, the 40th
CAB’s readiness noncommissioned officer, thanked family
and friends in attendance for their support.

“You have stood shoulder-to-shoulder with us during these
difficult and often trying times, and in many cases shoul-
dered burdens that would normally have been ours alone,”
Coss said.

Maj. Gen. John S. Harrel, commander of the California
Army National Guard, set the tone for the mission by recall-
ing the accomplishments of Baron Friedrich Von Steuben,
who transformed a ragtag collection of Revolutionary War
militiamen into a professional fighting force.

“We're there to do what he did here,” Harrel said.
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BG Miller meets

Story and photo by Spc. Matthew Wright
640th Air Support Battalion

Brig. Gen. Charlotte L. Miller, assistant adjutant general-
Army for the California National Guard, visited the
640th Air Support Battalion (ASB) on Fort Hood, Texas,
in December. The 640th is one of multiple units that will
deploy to Iraq under the command of the CNG’s 40th
Combat Aviation Brigade.

Miller’s objectives for the visit were to assess how the 640th
Soldiers” morale was holding up and how their predeploy-
ment training was progressing.

“I wanted to address the Soldiers and see if the battalion is
meeting its goals, and to sit on the briefings to see what the
640th ASB is all about,” Miller said. “I believe it’s not only
meeting its goals, but also exceeding them.”

She visited several sites where the troops trained on equip-
ment such as a mine-resistant ambush-protected vehicle, or
MRAP, which may be used for convoys. She also watched
Soldiers fuel helicopters and run the airfield, and she vis-
ited the battalion’s tactical operation center for a briefing
by the ASB commander, Lt. Col. Louis E. Carmona.

While on Fort Hood, Miller also spent time with Soldiers of
the 749th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion (CSSB),
who were training for the CSSB’s Iraq deployment.

W|th 640th troops on Fort Hood

Brig. Gen. Charlotte L. Miller, assistant

- ! adjutant general-Army for the California National Guard,

o Y addresses Soldiers of the 640th Aviation Support Battalion during a
h 2. o # ’ Dec. 10 visit to North Fort Hood, Texas, where the 640th was training

; f [ for a deployment to Iraq. a .

F -
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National Guard chief visits troops
on Southwest border mission

By Staff Sgt. Jessica Inigo

Joint Task Force Sierra Public Affairs

The Chief of the National Guard Bu-
reau (NGB) made a stop in California
to visit the Soldiers and Airmen of the
Southwest border mission Dec. 14.

Air Force Gen. Craig R. McKinley and
a handful of other key leaders from
NGB and Joint Force Headquarters in
Sacramento came together to discuss
the future of the border operation and
to get some face-time with the troops.

“It was great that he came out and
wanted to know what we were doing
on the front lines, instead of just stay-
ing back and talking about it,” said
Spc. Christopher Eade, who works
as an entry identification team (EIT)
member at a mobile radar truck in
Point Loma, Calif. “Now he’s got a
firsthand look at exactly the things
that we are doing.”

The lasting impression of seeing the
National Guard’s top officer visit and
test equipment at one of the 17 EIT
sites manned by California National
Guard members was enormous, Eade
said.

“I came out to California to meet with
the adjutant general this morning, but
more importantly to get out and meet
with the Soldiers and the Airmen who
are performing this very vital mission
for our national security,” McKinley
said at a coastal EIT site. He empha-
sized that he is “most impressed”
with the work he saw from the Cali-
fornia National Guard troops on the
mission.

McKinley also met with Customs and
Border Protection agents, Immigra-
tion and Custom Enforcement offi-
cials, Coast Guard members and Joint
Task Force Sierra leadership.

“We’ve seen a bunch of interagency
partners today. ... It's great to see

the collaboration,”
McKinley continued.
“This whole mission
of assisting our law
enforcement agencies
is very important to
the National Guard.”

After receiving sever-
al briefings on appre-
hension-assists  (the
CNG has assisted in
more than 1,200 ap-
prehensions in less
than four months
since the mission be-
gan) and contraband
discoveries  (includ-
ing more than 50 tons
of marijuana found
through the Tunnel
Task Force in Novem-
ber), McKinley joined
JTFE  Sierra Com-
mander Col. William
“Rudy” Arruda for
an aerial tour of the
border and EIT sites.

“It was just won-
derful having the
chief of the National
Guard Bureau come
out here and see the
ground-based  op-
eration of what Joint
Task Force Sierra is
all about,” Arruda
said after the tour. “Leadership visits
like this always mean a lot to the men
and women serving in the California
National Guard.”

This visit came on the heels of a similar
visit from Assistant Secretary of De-
fense Dennis M. McCarthy and Brig.
Gen. Keith D. Jones, commander of
Joint Forces Training Base-Los Alami-
tos, earlier in December. McKinley said
the opinions expressed by McCarthy

and Jones mirrored his own following
his tour of the CNG border sites: supe-
rior motivation and excellence.

After their San Diego tour, McKin-
ley and other NGB leaders headed to
Arizona to further expand their view
and knowledge of the Southwest bor-
der mission and visit with more of the
1,200 Soldiers and Airmen who have
been activated across the four border
states to assist in homeland security.

TOP: Gen. Craig
R. McKinley, chief
of the National
Guard Bureau,
speaks with Mark
Moody, a patrol
agent in Customs
and Border
Protection’s San
Diego sector,
about the agency’s
collaboration with
the California
National Guard
during a California
| visit Dec. 14.
LEFT: McKinley
tests California
National Guard
surveillance
equipment near
San Diego.

ODINI ¥VDISSAr "L5S 44V1S A9 OLOHd

Crossings down,

seizures up with
NG on border

By Staff Sgt. Jim Greenhill
National Guard Bureau

Illegal border crossings are down and narcotics
and weapons seizures have increased since Na-
tional Guard troops joined a multi-agency effort
to boost Southwest border security, a National
Guard leader said Nov. 3 in Washington.

In the last year, with National Guard support, il-
legal immigration has declined 23 percent, nar-
cotics seizures have increased 16 percent and
weapons seizures have increased 30 percent, ac-
cording to Army Maj. Gen. Peter Aylward, spe-
cial assistant to the chief of the National Guard
Bureau.

“There’s some great work being done by the in-
teragency partners, state and local as well, to get
after, frankly, what is an unbelievable threat to
our nation — that’s narco-terrorism and trans-
national threats writ large,” Aylward told the
Defense Orientation Conference Association,
which works with the Defense and State depart-
ments to increase citizens’ understanding of na-
tional security issues.

Aylward’s responsibilities include overseeing
the deployment of about 1,200 National Guard
troops to assist Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) and Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) agents securing the approximately
2,000-mile border from Texas to California.
Those troops are in addition to the National
Guard’s counterdrug initiative, which has been
active for more than 30 years.

The additional National Guard troops are as-
sisting CBP with entry identification teams and
ICE with criminal analysts. The entry identifica-
tion teams use military-acquired skills at obser-
vation or listening posts and report criminal ac-
tivity to CBP. Guard troops do not get involved
in apprehension or prosecution. The criminal
analysts draw on the linguistic strengths of the
National Guard to assist ICE.

Since the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, three tools have
been added to the traditional list of military,
diplomatic, information and economic instru-
ments of U.S. power, Aylward said. Those are
intelligence, law enforcement and finance.

“If you follow the money, you'll eventually get
yourself back to some of that criminal activity
that funds some of the real bad — Hezbollah,
Hamas — extremist groups around the world,”
Aylward said, referring to illegal activity on the
Southwest border.

The United States has about 7,000 miles of bor-
der protected by almost 20,000 Customs and
Border Protection agents.

Of the 250 million total annual Southwest bor-
der crossings, Aylward estimated about 650
involve bad actors from countries of special
interest.

“The real challenge here ... is your nefarious
actors, the rogue actors who come through the
border, and it’s the other-than-Mexican catego-
ry that we're talking about here,” he said. “It’s
this drug-related, narco-terrorism type activity
that is the biggest concern.”

The all-volunteer, yearlong deployment of Na-
tional Guard troops is intended to support Cus-
toms and Border Protection while the agency
recruits, trains and deploys 1,070 new agents.
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National Guard celebrates 374 years of service
Gov. Schwarzenegger earns California Legion of Merit

By Brandon Honig
Joint Force Headquarters Public Affairs

National Guard members in California marked 374 years of
service to this country Dec. 14 in a ceremony that also cel-
ebrated the legacy of Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, whose
seven-year term as commander in chief of the California
National Guard came to a close only a few weeks later.

On Dec. 13, 1636, a colonial act authorized the creation of
the first three militia regiments in the Massachusetts Bay
Colony. Those regiments became the forerunners of the
U.S. military and the foundation of the modern National
Guard.

One day and 374 years later, Schwarzenegger credited the
Guard for creating a country with extraordinary might and
unparalleled opportunities for its people.

“You started with very little 374 years ago, and as America
and California grew, so did you,” he said. “America grew
to become the most powerful country in world ... and it is
only because of one reason: It is because of you. You have
fought for hundreds of years to make this the greatest na-
tion in history.

“No one understands that more than an immigrant like
myself, who came over here, who had dreams at the age of
15 to come to America ... and then to see firsthand that it is
the land of opportunity. It's not just some rap that is being
talked about overseas. Everything I've accomplished in my
life is because of California and America.”

Schwarzenegger won 13 world bodybuilding titles and
starred in numerous Hollywood blockbusters before being
elected governor in 2003.

“As governor, I've had many pleasures,” he continued,
“but the greatest honor and pleasure has been to be your
commander in chief.”

Brig. Gen. Mary Kight, the adjutant general of the Califor-
nia National Guard, praised Schwarzenegger for his many
initiatives to improve care for service members and their
families. She pointed out his successful efforts to build vet-
erans homes in California, establish an education benefit
for CNG members and create Operation Welcome Home, a
first-in-the-nation program to connect veterans with local,

state and federal benefits.

“Through your unwavering support and tireless pursuit
of improved service member and family care, you have
shown that your words of praise for the Guard were al-
ways heartfelt,” Kight said. “You understand our sacrifice,
you recognize our accomplishments, you acknowledge
our achievements and you hail us as ‘the real action he-
roes.” Now it’s our turn ... to recognize you for your lead-
ership.”

Kight presented Schwarzenegger with the California
Legion of Merit in recognition of his achievements as
governor.

“Governor Schwarzenegger’s distinctive service signifi-
cantly furthered the interests of the uniformed men, wom-
en and civilians of the California Military Department and
the citizens of the state of California,” the award states.
“His leadership at all levels directly contributed to ensur-
ing that California never forgets the debt of gratitude we
owe to all those who go in harm’s way in the defense of
liberty.”

TOP: Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, center, cuts the cake
for the National Guard’s 374th birthday at a Dec. 14
ceremony in Sacramento. He is assisted by a Soldier, an
Airman, a Guard spouse and a civilian employer of Guard
members. ABOVE: Brig. Gen. Daniel J. Nelan, right, and

Brig. Gen. Donald J. Currier, center, enter the celebration.
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Shriver recognized with Order of St. Joan of Arc

California first lady Maria Shriver was
honored with the Order of St. Joan of Arc
during a Dec. 15 ceremony at the Capitol
in Sacramento.

The Order of St. Joan of Arc is the top
volunteerism award given by the United
States Armor Association. It was estab-
lished in 1986 to honor women who have
made significant contributions to the mo-
rale, welfare and spirit of armor and cav-
alry units.

“I'm so honored to receive this,” Shriver
said. “[Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger] and
I'have such great respect for all of you who
serve our country. I am glad for any small
contribution I can make, and I will contin-
ue to work for our dedicated, brave service
members after [Schwarzenegger] leaves
office.”
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