185™ Quartermaster Battalion (POL) Laboratory Branch —
“Prime Time” Training With Petroleum Professionals &
Equipment

A contingent of five soldiers from the Fresno, California based 185" Quartermaster
Battalion (POL), Petroleum Laboratory Branch deployed to Naval Base Point Loma, San
Diego, California to conduct training at the Point Loma Fuel Terminal. The Petroleum
Laboratory specialists had the opportunity to utilize their 92L (Laboratory Specialist)
Military Occupation Specialty (MOS) with specialized petroleum laboratory equipment
and professional instruction.
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Petroleum lab site Naval Base Point Loma personnel provided instruction, practical
exercise and various petroleum testing operations. Specific duty related training
included the full spectrum of Officer, NCO and enlisted tasks to include:

Petroleum Laboratory Officer (01/92F): Directing petroleum laboratory in inspecting
and testing petroleum products.

Petroleum Laboratory Supervisor (E6/92F30): Supervising the performance of
standard physical and chemical tests on petroleum products. Evaluating test results to
make sure they comply with military specifications.

Petroleum Laboratory Sergeant (E5/92F20): Performing standard physical and
chemical tests on fuel handled through various petroleum distribution systems.
Petroleum Laboratory Specialist (E4/92F10): Performing actual testing of petroleum
products under the supervision of petroleum laboratory personnel.
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In addition to training and performing their petroleum branch mission the soldiers had the
opportunity to experience additional petroleum related opportunities. Events included
tour of the facility, lab equipment familiarization, conducting real world petroleum
testing, fuel analysis, safety procedures and equipment. Specific fuel testing and
operations included working with JP-5 and JP-8 fuel. Orientation of equipment included
proper cleaning procedures for all testing equipment and glassware. Sustainment
training included API Gravity flashpoint, distillation , copper strip corrosion, existent
gum, freeze point and water reaction modules.
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Overall the soldiers were impressed with the training opportunity and the knowledge of
the Point Loma petroleum facility personnel and equipment utilization. SPC Meyer (92L
Specialist) stated, “I really enjoyed operating the fuel equipment, the last time I had the
opportunity to utilize my lab skills and use petroleum lab equipment was during initial
entry training at Fort Lee.” This opportunity has opened the gates for additional
petroleum related training exercises for both drill weekends (IDT) and potential annual
training events (AT). The utilization of the facility enabled soldiers to train on lab
equipment which provided “prime time” training. Unfortunately the lab system that is
authorized for their section is currently being redesigned and has not been fielded to the
unit. The Battalion leadership is committed to finding innovative ways to engage soldiers
in MOSQ sustainment. LTC Brun (BN Commander, 185" QM) in closing stated, “If
we do not have the equipment on hand, we will find the equipment to put in the hand’s
of our soldiers”

-submitted by Major Julian Bond (Battalion XO, 185" QM)



